Painting Logistics

Preparing the intersection:  Sweep the intersection once or twice with a broom a week to 3 days before the painting. Then, spray the intersection down with a hose to remove any remaining particles and allow to dry for a couple days before painting. Optionally, you may choose to use some buckets w/ soapy water (use an environmentally-sensitive soap) and wide brooms to scrub the street before hosing it off (be sure to wash all the soap off); washing with soap is not absolutely necessary and hasn't been done at most intersection repair sites, however it could extend the useful life of the paint.  The day of the painting you should do a quick assessment and/or sweep in case any more debris has accumulated.  No pressure washer or harsh cleaners are needed– sweeping and water will do a good job.

Outlining the design:  Use sidewalk chalk to mark out the design in advance....circles can be made using string, 2 people and chalk.

Drying time:  on a sunny day the paint will dry in about 1 hour, on overcast days give it 2-3 hrs... test it by touching it and/or stepping on it.  If not dry, you'll end up putting a mark on the paint or it will end up on your hand/shoe.

How much paint you need:  One coat of paint will hold up well in your intersection (multiple coats are not needed).  1 gallon will cover 250-300 square feet (ft2).  

What paint to use:  We purchase our paint from Miller Paint, a locally-based company.  You will use water-based (NOT oil-based) paints from the traffic marking paint line or from the Cabot line of solid stains (these are designed for wood decking, but work well on the street).   There are not many traffic marking colors to choose from, however the Cabot line has many shades to choose from.  Also, if you bring in samples of the colors you'd like, Miller can match them and provide you with match numbers to keep for future reference.
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